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November at Barrow Library has been all about teens with our inaugural 
Teen Month. Our aim was to focus on this hard to reach group and offer 
activities and promotions which would appeal to them. Teen Month has been 

an overriding theme for this months work and we were delighted with the 
increased engagement these events produced.  
We hosted the fantastic author Sophie Anderson. Sophie talked to our 
transition group of 108 year 6 and 7 pupils about her award winning book, 
The House With Chickens Legs. She was inspirational in many ways not 
least that she delivered the whole talk with her three week old baby in tow. 
The young people loved her.  
Ormsgill Nursery and Primary School said “The children (and adults) came 
back buzzing from their exciting afternoon. Thank you so much for having 
us!”                 

Walney Secondary said “Thank you for a magical afternoon! Sophie was 
brilliant and the students had a lovely time” 
 
Barrow Library hosted yet another successful Get it Loud in Libraries gig.  
The riotous ball of colour, noise and energy that is GIRLI! thrilled the crowds 
with her punky pop princess music.  Fans came from as far away as 
Morecambe and Whitehaven.  GIRLI! And the support band, Devon, stayed 
way beyond the end of the gig to chat with fans and sign merchandise.  It 
was great to see some of our Summer Reading Challenge Volunteers back 
too. A feedback wall positioned at the exit of the gig produced so fantastic 

feedback: 
“Best library in the world” 
“My fave Get it Loud act eva! – Go Barrow” 
“Really loved the energy – excellent” 
 
To mark the festive season with a bang, Barrow Library held its very first 
Teen Market, There were 13 stalls, manned by the young entrepreneurs of 
the future filled to the brim with handmade gifts, by individuals and 
representatives from local schools Walney and The academy, as well as 
Scouts and Guides representing the uniformed organizations. 
 

 Event Teen Month  

Date  November  

Coordinators Jane McFie/ Cathy Fidler   

Venue Barrow Library 

https://www.facebook.com/ormsgillschool/?rc=p


 
The library was abuzz with the happy sounds of people visiting the stalls and 
snapping up some bargain Christmas gifts.  We were amazed, but not 
surprised, with the quality of gifts on offer, and the talent of the young people 
in making them.  It also gave the young people the chance to develop their 
interpersonal, negotiating and selling skills in a relaxed, welcoming 
environment. 276 people attended.  
 
We were delighted to welcome the mayor, Bill McEwan and his wife Judith, 
who opened the event for us, and donate £94 raised through the raffle, for 
the Mayor’s Charities Fund. 
 
The feedback from both stallholders and visitors was so encouraging for 
what is the library’s first dip into this kind of activity, and was pleasing as we 
reach out to a tradition harder to reach age group for libraries in general.   
“It’s been an exciting and rewarding day.  People have been so generous 
and the staff were great. Merry Christmas”. 
“A lovely morning and the stalls were brilliant.  Such talented youngsters we 
have here”. (facebook). 
 
We posted a different book review each day of our recommended young 
adult books on Facebook. We were delighted that 197 people engaged with 
the digital book reviews and 1526 across all our teen month posts on 
Facebook! We have also been working on developing our relationships with 
our local secondary schools this included   secondary pupils taking part in 
our Cumbria Children’s Book Week design competition. Saint Bernard’s did 
really well with the reginal winner and two runners up. We are working with 
our secondary’s on this year’s Reading Ahead campaign which is focusing 
on improving literacy levels and positive benefits of reading for pleasure.  
Over all we were delighted with Teen Month and are already thinking of 
ways to be bigger and better next year.   

 
            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                             Engagement  

TOTAL  1959  

 


